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ployment and the exhaustion of the union funds. The excuse is
refuted by the facts that past victories had been won under those
handicaps, that there actually was a successful strike a few weeks
later, and that the funds and property of the unions were big
enough still to paralyse the trade-union leaders for fear of losing
them. There was power to act and opportunity to act; there was
also will to act, but it had deserted the leadership. The death of
Hermann Mueller had deprived the movement of a man who
with all his faults and hesitations, his dislike of violence and his
respect for constituted, even self-constituted authority, had none
the less a sense of reality and a sense of duty. It is possible that
he too might have temporized and hedged; it was absolutely
certain the others would. The leadership had now largely passed
into divided hands. On the one side were the politicians and
journalists, mostly tired and sometimes ageing men, long since
unaccustomed to action and very largely divorced from the rank and
file; on the other the trade union leadership, which took the narrow
union view and was willing to temporize with anyone who would
respect the existence of the unions and leave untouched their
property. Since the day when their opposition to "sacrifice" had
brought down the last parliamentary government under their own
leader, they had very largely usurped control of policy and had
conducted the political fight on narrow economic grounds,
making it one of sheer defence of gains won and gradually being
lost. It was the sort of fight which does not appeal to the imagina-
tion and profoundly irritates those who have no interest to serve
by helping to win it and when it became clear that it would never
be backed by action it became a pure matter of form into which
the participants put no enthusiasm. Yet before that leadership,
political and trade union, there were only two courses; either to
create a joint political opposition—with the Centrum, with any-
body !—to the regime, or to prepare an individual revolutionary
opposition. The leadership did neither; it merely like Eli sat on
its pillar and trembled for the ark of God with the inevitable
result.
To read the apologiae and the explanations is to move in an
unreal world. Everyone of them is refuted^ not merely by logic

